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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 2656 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IV, DM 

SUBJ: HOUPHOUET'S COMMENTS ON BENIN 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY LAST NIGHT, DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO OTHER 
MATTERS, HE MENTIONED WITH CONSIDERABLE IRRITATION 
THE REFERENCE TO THE IVORY COAST APPARENTLY CONTAINED 
IN THE UN REPORT ON THE ALLEGED MERCENARY ADVENTURE IN 
COTONOU. HOUPHOUET SAID THAT HE WAS EXASPERATED BY 
IRRESPONSIBLE AND UNWARRANTED ATTACKS ON THE IVORY COAST 
BY ITS NEIGHBORS. HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE UN 
INVESTIGATING GROUP HAD PERMITTED THE UNVERIFIED ACCU- 
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SATIONS OF A SO-CALLED GUINEAN MERCENARY TO BE WIDELY 
CIRCULATED UNDER UN AUSPICES. HE EXPOUNDED AT SOME 
LENGTH ON THE NEED OF WEAK AND CORRUPT REGIMES WHICH 
STYLED THEMSELVES AS REVOLUTIONARY TO CREATE SCARE- 
CROWS AND SCAPEGOATS. IF TO BE A REVOLUTIONARY MEANT TO 
CHANGE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES OF A COUNTRY 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS PEOPLE, THE IVORY COAST, HE SAID, 
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WAS THE MOST REVOLUTIONARY STATE IN AFRICA. 

2. THE IVORY COAST, HE CONCLUDED, MAY BE A MODEL FOR 
ITS NEIGHBORS BUT NOT A MENACE. THE HEAD OF THE UN 
INVESTIGATING GROUP HAD VISITED ABIDJAN 

AND HOUPHOUET THOUGHT IT INEXCUSABLE FOR HIM TO HAVE PER- 
MITTED ANY REFERENCE TO THE IVORY COAST TO BE MADE IN 
THE UN REPORT WHICH, AS FAR AS HOUPHOUET KNEW, HAD BEEN 
PREPARED SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF QUESTIONABLE EVIDENCE 
COLLECTED IN COTONOU. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE HOUPHOUET USUALLY DISDAINS TO RESPOND 
DIRECTLY TO ATTACKS OF RADICAL AFRICAN LEADERS, HE 
SEEMED GENUINELY NETTLED BY THE UN REPORT AND IT 
WOULD NOT SURPRISE ME TO SEE THE IVORIAN GOVERNMENT ISSUE 
A DENIAL THAT IT WAS INVOLVED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY IN 
RECENT EVENTS IN BENIN. END COMMENT. 
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